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FOREWORD

I have much pleasure 1n acceding to the request
of my friend, colleague and former pupil Mr S T
G Varadacan M A, Principal, Narasimha Sanskrit
College, Chittigndur Masulipatam, that I should
write a short foreword to his Sansknt poem—

ggfagan

This short poem of three cantos 1s, as its
significant title indicates, presented in the form of a
sleep-muse  The muser, here, 1s the author himself,
who 1s a sincere and sober votary of Indian culture,
more especially i 1ts Samshrta form—of the spirt of
Bharatavarga, as embodied 1n India’s cultural
heritage  The first canto describes how he ponders
over the contrast between India’s present and India’s
past—the contrast between an age of 1k, paper and
machine and an age of warm lfe, reality and free
manhood , how he 1s greatly agitated by allowing his
mind to dwell upon the social, economic and political
welter 1n which India finds herselt to-day, mainly as
a result of her sons and daughters being prone to
tmizate rather than creafe—beihg carried away by the
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seductive veneer of artificially engineered uniformity
1n the modern Indian world and losing sight of the
fact that 1t 15 a far cry trom wntformity to wmity and
deplorably missing the potency of the spirit of a
natural, free, and organic synthesis, which forms
the most precious part of ancient India’s bequest to
modern India, and how getting tired of this mental
turmoil, he resigns himself to God and goes to sleep
In the second and third cantos, he describes his
dream, 1n which he sees God and has the happy
privilege of listening to His words of wise, mspiring
and loving premonition and counsel The poem
closes with an appropriate and thrilling prayer 1n
verses 35 to 39—Canto IIL

This 15 a lyric which moves, with dehghtful
effect, on the sylvan quiet, content and purty of
mother India’s mward hfe as its mn#if and culmi-
nates 1n mahatnuc S'anta as 1ts dominating Rasa.
No Sahrdaya is likely to muss, m this poem, the
telling and preponderating suggestion of the modern
type of S'anta Rasa, which may be called the
Mahatmic S'anta, and with which the whole poem,
and more especially the third canto, pulsates, nor
could a Sahrdaya resist the temptation of enjoying
repeatedly the forceful references, in verses 335 to 39
of canto III, to the Sowl force of mother-India, as
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symbolised 1n the unsurpassably great personality of
Mahatma Gandhi, who may be said to form a blend
of the Alambana, on which hangs the Mahatmic
S'anta, the chief Rasa of the poem and the udd:-
pana, by which 1t 1s enkindled and kept up.

Mr Varadacar: has successfully employed, in
his poem, many of the good elements of Kahdasan
Vaidarb/a, such as an appropriate fempo and a happy
consonance of sound and sense. I have read this
poem three times, and portions of it, many times,
with a keen enjoyment of its beauties I am sure
I am not exaggerating when I say that the style of
this poetic composition exhibits a raciness, a fresh-
ness and a juicy vigour, which place this author far
above the common run of the Sanskmt composers
of the twentieth century

gfiagwaar sifegas ggiig |
979Fq: @agasiaa Rear agws gag |

Annamalainagar

amilema€ar L (Sd) S KUPPUSWAMI S'ASTRL.
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